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took to come to the other's aid in case more than one power were
to attack the other in defense of its interests in the Far East, and
after repeated attempts to reach a settlement by negotiation,
Japan struck (February, 1904). Its primary concern was for
Korea, where Russia was also aggressive, but most of the fight-
ing was in Manchuria. China declared its neutrality. The major
neutral Western powers suggested to the belligerents that they
localize the area of warfare. This they agreed to do, although
Russia maintained that all Manchuria must be included in the
zone. As the war progressed, the United States, fearing that in
the negotiations of peace between Japan and Russia neutral pow-
ers might make demands for Chinese territory, obtained from the
chief of them the assurance of their adherence to the policy of
the integrity of China and the open door.
In the war, Japan was successful and Russia was badly de-
feated. In the peace treaty (of Portsmouth, September S, 190S),
the terms which vitally concerned China were the recognition by
Russia of Japan's paramount political, military, and economic in-
terests in Korea; the transfer to Japan of the Russian rights in
the Liaotung Peninsula and in the railways of South Manchuria;
the withdrawal by Russia and Japan of their troops from Man-
churia, but the retention there of guards for the railways; the
promise of Japan and Russia that they would not obstruct any
general measures common to all countries which China might
take for the development of the commerce and industry of Man-
churia, and that the railways in Manchuria would be used purely
for commercial and industrial, and—except in the Liaotung Penin-
sula—not for strategic purposes; and the declaration by Russia
that it did not possess in Manchuria "any territorial advantages
or preferential or exclusive concessions in impairment of Chinese
sovereignty or inconsistent with the principle of equal opportu-
nity." China soon signed a treaty with Japan assenting to such
terms of the Treaty of Portsmouth as dealt with matters within
her territory, and in a secret agreement granted to Japan addi-
tional advantages in Manchuria.
The Russo-Japanese War, then, greatly increased Japan's tan-
gible interests in China. Not only did the Island Empire succeed
to Russia's holdings in South Manchuria, but its augmented
influence in Korea, followed shortly, in 1910, by the annexation

